
MARY MAY MORRIS



May Morris was born on 25 March 1862 at Red House, Bexleyheath. The 
daughter of William Morris, she studied textile arts at the South Kensington 
School of Design from 1880-1883 and was Director of the embroidery 
department at Morris & Co. from 1885 until about 1896. May Morris was active in 
the Royal School of Art Needlework (now the Royal School of Needlework) and 
an influential embroiderer and jewellery designer. She founded the Women's 
Guild of Arts in 1907 and remained its president until 1935. She died in 1938. 
Her bequest to the Victoria and Albert Museum included ceramics by William de 
Morgan, table glass by Philip Webb and embroideries, textiles, designs and 
drawings by William Morris, as well as jewellery belonging to her mother Jane 
Morris (née Burden). Several works by May Morris are displayed in the V&A’s 
galleries.

Bio from Victoria + Albert Museum

http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/m/mary-may-morris/


Stitches in time: detail of ‘Embroidery Design’ by May Morris, 
worked by May Morris and Theodosia Middlemore, c.1900

Bed-Hangings (Two Curtains)
Embroidered wool on linen worked on by 
May Morris and Mary J.Newill
c.1917 or earlier

‘Maids of Honours’
c.1890





https://archive.org/details/decorativeneedle00morriala/page/n5
https://archive.org/details/decorativeneedle00morriala/page/n5
https://archive.org/details/decorativeneedle00morriala/page/n5


http://maymorrisartandlife.co.uk
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https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/may-morris-art-and-life-william-morris-gallery
https://www.spectator.co.uk/2017/11/is-may-morris-a-feminist-cause-a-woman-of-genius-unfairly-overlooked/
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2017/sep/29/family-tree-the-exquisite-brilliance-of-william-morriss-daughter
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